Introduction

49
The Balearic region is a highly dynamic area located in the Western Mediterranean ( samples where then placed in Petri dishes and frozen at -20 ºC. In the laboratory, the 125 micro and mesozooplankton dry weight were obtained following (Lovegrove, 1966) .
126
Nonetheless, microzoplankton was not considered because for many samples their dry 127 weight was below the detection limit of the precision balance used. Mesozooplankton fields were obtained with a standard optimal interpolation scheme, using an isotropic
143
Gaussian correlation (Bretherton et al., 1976; Pedder, 1993) . The dynamic height at 10 at the closer 600 m station was assigned to the deepest level sampled by the CTD.
148
Geostrophic velocities were obtained using the first-derivative of the dynamic height 149 fields (Pinot et al., 2004 
Results
198
Hydrography and plankton
199
In summer, in the absence of the winter atmospheric forcing, the density gradient
200
dominates and allows AW inputs to enter the Balearic region. Thus, the southernmost 201 part of our study area was occupied by fresh AW (salinity <37.5) (Fig. 2a) (Fig. 2b) . Surface currents, including the BC flow, were 212 also relatively weak (Fig. 2b) .
213
The water column showed a strong thermal stratification. The mixed layer, defined as showed irregular patterns (Fig. 4) Relationship between larval fish taxa and environment
279
The Monte Carlo permutation test showed that only the first two canonical axes were depth axis (Fig. 10a) . Accordingly, oceanic taxa appeared on the negative side of this 292 axis (Fig. 9) . In general, these taxa clustered near the centre of the CCA biplot (Fig. 9 ).
293
Only two neritic taxa, Arnoglossus thori and Mullus barbatus, were located on the left 294 side of axis 1, although very close to the right side region of the CCA biplot (Fig. 9 ).
295
Most taxa that appeared at the very right side of the axis 1 are demersal fish species could not be identified with any of the environmental variables (Fig. 10) . A. thori,
304
Myctophum punctatum, Lobianchia dofleini and Mullus barbatus were the species that
305
showed the highest correlation with axis 2 (Fig. 9 ).
The groups of larval fish taxa formed by cluster analysis and MDS ordination (Fig. 8) 
307
also appeared in the CCA with little difference (Fig. 9) (Fig. 2) . The larval fish community
365
The number of larval fish taxa captured is higher than those found in previous 
463
The apparently low influence that mesoscale oceanographic features had on the Table I . Continued
Family and species
